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XX Annual Meeting of Red Pymes Mercosur 

On seven, eight and nine of October the twentieth Annual Meeting of the Red Pymes  
Mercosur took place under the theme "The challenge of SMEs: innovation and 
entrepreneurship in the context of sustainable regional development". This time more than 
hundred research papers were presented. It was a record with more than 100 people 
participated in this event. 

The twentieth edition was held in the city of Bahía Blanca, Argentina and the organization was 
in charge of the Universidad Provincial del Sudoeste (UPSO), the Instituto de Investigaciones 
Económicas y Sociales del Sur (IIESS-CONICET), the Departamento de Ciencias de la 
Administración (UNS), the Department of Economics (UNS), the Facultad Regional de la 
Universidad Tecnológica Nacional (UTN), and the Centro de Emprendedorismo y Desarrollo 
Territorial Sostenible (CEDETS). 

The opening conference was given by the President of the International Council for Small 
Business (ICSB) Ki-Chan Kim, who spoke on "Humane Entrepreneurship". Also Geoff Archer, 
President of the Canadian Council for Small Business, CCSB; was present and developed his 
workshop on "Lean Proof: An Overview of Five Cutting Edge Concepts Entrepreneurship 
Research in Support of Lean Startup". 

There were two plenary sessions, the first one was on Wednesday about "SMEs and Regional 
Development" by Silvia Gorenstein (UNS), Jorge Motta (UNC), Graciela Landriscini (UNCOMA), 
Leandro Lepratte (UTN, Concepcion del Uruguay) and Daniel Hoyos (UNICEN, Tandil). The 
second one took place on Thursday on the Teaching of the recent evolution of entrepreneurial 
development, by Geoff Archer (Victoria University), José Porras (CEDETS - UPSO), Antonio 
Terceño (Universitat Rovira i Virgili) and Juan José Giménez Moreno (University Castilla La 
Mancha). 

Then the conference continued with the presentation and discussion about "Analysis and 
perspectives of regional development programs in Argentina and Brazil" by Marcelo Mattos 
(UFRJ- RedeSist, Brazil), Hernán Braude (Unidad para el Cambio Rural, UCAR, Ministerio de 
Agricultura, Ganadería y Pesca) and Manuel Gonzalo (UNGS / UFRJ- RedeSist, Brazil). 

The last part of the event was the closing conference of Martin Abeles, Director of the CEPAL 
office (Buenos Aires) and then the meeting finished with the awards ceremony. 

In this edition, the ICSB prize was given to the best research work, which was shared by "The 
role of linkages on the development of firms' capabillity. A social network analysis of Argentine 
software industry" by Mariano Pereira, Diana Suárez and Florencia Barletta and  "Correlations 
between characteristics of innovation, proximity and competitive performance footwear 
companies: Case Jaú" by Boris A. Villamil-Ramírez y Renato García. 

Also the CITES award was given to "Research and innovation networks at the pole of the 
cultural industry and creative arts UNICEN (PICARC)" Constanza Diaz Bilotto and Maria Isabel 
Camio, as the best entrepreneurial development. 

The next Annual Meeting will be held in the city of Tandil, Argentina, organized by Universidad 
Nacional del Centro de la Provincia de Buenos Aires (UNICEN), and will be held from 28 to 30 
September 2016. 
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